SUPERCHARGED MG-TF

vER since our very hrst jssue of June 1947,

the bulk of our correspondence has been
from readers who want more performance
from their cars. Many letters pose this quoes-
tion—"shall 1 hop-up the engine, or super-
charge?”

Altheugh recommendations may vary with
the eircumstances, we have always felt that
g positive displacement supeccharger 15 a
much hetter all-around answer to the prole
lem, A supercharger of this type increases
power and torque at alf speeds, whereas
normal hop-up procedures or constant-ratio
centrifugal superchargers have little or no
cffect at low engine speeds.

In the past we have road tested no less
than five MG's, o 1953 TD, a 1953 Mk I, a
1952 TD, the same with Laystall-Lucas head,
and a 1954 TF, Now we have completed o
full scale road test on a Judson super-
charged TF, we are more than “sold™ on it

Our experience began on a Saturday, when
a brand new stock TF was loaned to us, We
drove it for four liours and once again the
pleasure of driving an henest sports car
came back to us. Two days later we were
miven another TF 1o drive. This one had
1050 miles on it, and the Judson “blower™.
The car is completely translormed, with abso-
lntely no objectionable features.

Driving gently, there is no indication that
this iz anything but a perfectly standard MG,
with on¢ important exception, For want of
a better term we shall call it flexibility. The
ting 76 en in. engine will pick up from 15
mph in high gear like a classie Packard 12,
Second gear starts are accomplished without
sirain; mml't-h'm;: that s jue—l not done with
a stock TF. When vou want performanee, it's
there, in ample abundanee, Using a rev limit
of 5500, we went from a standstill (o a cor-
reeted 60 mph in 15.5 seconds, nearly 4 see-
onds quicker than we achieved with the
stock TF last April, The Tapley readings,
which are an accurate index of engine lorque
show an improvement of about 10%% in this
department. This shows why the flexibility

i3 50 much better and hill-climbing ability is
likewise improved in the same proportion.
We might olso mention that the performance
improvement in e gain will be greater on the
TD models than an the TF hecanse the T
has different oxle and compression ratios
which are more favorabde for supercharging.

Ouly ane timed run was made for top
speed, in recognition ol the fact that no
MG s really ready for this sort of thing un-
til it has covered at least 3000 miles. The re-
vorded 87.0 mph iz, however, significant, and
with more miles, the car should certainly be
capalde of a salid 90 mph.

What docs anc lose with supercharging?
Despite some very hiarsh treatment, the Jud-
son MG displaved no vices. It did not knock,
there was no sign of overheating, Onee, after
several wide open starts through the gears
in quick suceeszion there was just a hint
that the cluteh was slipping, butl even compe-
tition driving would be less severe than these
tesks,

Fuel consumption? Driven geotly the var
achieves better mileage than stock. Driven
somewhat brigkly, the average driver con ex-
pect a 109 drop helow stock., Driven very
hard the consumption drops in exact proe
portion to the greater horsepower heing
used, The MG has never been a pasoline
miser and shonldn't be purchased with that
i mind.

Relinbility? We see no reason why there
should be anv added maintenance costs, or
shorter engine life, from using a moderate
boosy (6 psi]_ We examined a disassemblind
Tudson wnit and found the design 1o be
simple, the workmanship excellent. The com.
pany has= a good reputation and have made
improvements from time to time which re-
flect a progressive attitude. Furthermore the
Judzon claim of 315 more peak bhp appears
peasonalidle and conservative,

Since Lord Nufield has not seen fit 1o
answer our pravers (R & T Tor March, 1953,
page 311, the superchasger i= one of the
et alternatives, ]

The Judson positive displacement superchorger §s a close but neat fit on the MG-TF
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ROAD & TRACK ROAD TEST.
No. F-16-54
Supercharged MG-TF
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PERFORMANCE

weeee 37 mph
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. 76% fast
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TAPLEY READINGS
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